                                                 
           HOW TO RUN VAB:

It runs pretty self-explanatory (lots of simply pressing [ENTER] and [ESC]'S to navigate). All 3 versions send to MAIN directory so my NavigatorOS v3.0 (Rip Edition) can use them or they can simply be ran as standalone prgmz. Deleting and sorting address contact information requires usage of the Data Matrix editor. It creates a temporary "db" string in your Main directory for accessing your address databases as soon as you type in the name of your database and press enter. Never lock or archive the temporary "main\db" string or you won't be able to access your addresses. You can delete it because it's programmed to create a new temporary "db" string when you type in the name of your database. Simply ignoring it exist is your best bet. If you need to use "db" for math work expression, the just delete it since a new one is created when you run Virtual Address Book and type in your database name. 

NOTE:

When you use my new EDIT ADDRESS feature, it basically pulls up the name of the contact you wish to edit with its current information. You then edit to taste and simple press [ENTER]. This will create a duplicate name at the bottom of your new list of contacts. Thus, you will have to go to the Matrix/Data Editor and delete the original address in lieu of your newly changed one at the bottom followed by re-sorting the updated database. For common-sense reasons you DO NOT want to sort the database until after you delete your duplicate entries first as you will find it harder to find which one it was you were suppose to delete
This is Virtual Address Book v1.2e which was originally written by Rick Coogle in three separate modules and re-coded by me:

1. Addbook (Main address entry module)

2. QFilter (Attempted to filter entries by name, tel#...replaced with my new QEdit module)

3. QReport (Address Retrieval module).

I have re-coded and re-named it VAB (Virtual Address Book) using its two best modules: Addbook and QReport and recently written in the QEdit Module to replace the QFilter which didn't do much. The new QuickEdit module added so the user won’t have to edit the fields using the Matrix/Data Editor. I have also changed the way it outputs its data from how it was originally written. Thus, (3) versions are included:  a GRAPH output version, a DIALOG BOX version enhanced to allow for 50 character length names in the dialog TITLEBAR, and an ASM version allowing for 63 character length names. Good for addresses of Churches and Organizations with long names. 

             Why create an under 5kb address book program?

1. A simple text file containing 33 addresses is about 4kb (2kb compressed)...but you have to scroll to find an address, and sort the listing alphabetically by painstaking hand, etc, etc.; Not very convenient.

2. An address database "data-file" on a calculator with 33 addresses stored is about 15kb (8kb compressed)

Why use a 15kb address book program when you're already being penalized 15+kb for the database size? Right! You need a small address management program in addition to compressing that huge address data-file created.

Why would a user want to use my address book program over the other 30+ out there?

Mine is the smallest*, fully functional TI-Basic Address Book management program out there! It also sports the most storage space as far as I can tell so far. I have not tried all 30+ address book programs out there nor would I care too. After creating, editing, sorting, and deleting the database "data-file" to taste, my Address Book is unique to "all the other 30+ out there" in that only a small .5kb VABF.9XP is needed in MAIN directory to retrieve your addresses periodically. That means the user can simply compress the main address storage parts and just uses the tiny address output part to save space once the address book’s database(s) are completed.

       

AFTER COMPRESSION OF VAB.9XP WITH XPAK PROGRAM SIZES*:

----1.17KB (VAB compressed) + .43KB(VABF.9XP)= 1.6KB DIALOG BOX VERSION

----1.19KB (VAB compressed) + .54KB(VABF.9XP)= 1.7KB GRAPH OUTPUT VERSION

----1.20KB (VAB compressed) + .59kb(VABF.9XP)= 2.15KB I/O OUTPUT VERSION

    + .36KB(DR.9XZ required for I/O version)

The closest competitor I have found in size (with comparable features) is ZADD v1.8 in the TI-89 section which is 3.64KB!

======with PepZip compression the sizes are even smaller! As MC Hammer said "Can't Touch This!


 


3 FLAVORS TO CHOOSE FROM:

DIALOG BOX VERSION (278 usable storage characters/50 of which is devoted to NAME field):

Only 38 characters can be used for each field (TI-Basic dialog box cap) except for the Name field which must be 26 characters (TI-Basic Drop-Down List cap) and Last Name field's cap of 23 characters (what's left over w/ a space in between first\last names).

GRAPH OUTPUT VERSION (280 usable storage characters/40 of which is devoted to NAME field):

All 40 characters can be used for each field except for the First Name field which must be 26 characters (TI-Basic Drop-Down List cap) and Last Name field's cap of 13 characters (what's left over w/ a space in between first\last names.

ASM VERSION (453 usable storage characters/68 of which is devoted to NAME field):

64 characters can be used for each field except for the Name field which must be 26 characters (TI-Basic Drop-Down List cap) and Last Name field's cap of 42 characters (what's left over w/ a space in between first\last names). This version uses a tiny specialized textual display helper program in order for it to work by displaying smallest #1 text on the Home Screen. This is actually capable of displaying 456, but I had to truncate 3 characters for its integration into NavigatorOS v3.0 (Rip Edition) main background screen. This eliminated having to write a 2nd I/O version for a mere 3 characters…i.e. one for Nav3 and one for outside of Nav3 for 3 extra characters…nonsense!

Note:  This version requires a copy of dr.9xz located in the MAIN directory to run. You will have to download it separately under TI-92 Plus Assembly Graphics Misc. Programs section of TiCalc.org listed as Draw String v1.4. 

Sizes of each version uncompressed (without factoring in VABHELP.9XP which is disposable after you memorize it):

DIALOG BOX:        4.04KB

GRAPH       :           4.35kB

HOME SCREEN:    4.57kb (larger since it's dependent on the 367byte DR.9XZ file to run)*

*NOTE: 
The Home Screen "tiny text" version uses an ASM-based text-display helper program "DR.9XZ”.
NOTE2: 
Don't forget you can compress VAB.9XP and just use tiny VABF.9XP to save more than half the space listed above!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FILES TO SEND TO CALCULATOR:

VAB.9XP (depends on which version...try all 3-keep at least one)

VABF.9XP (depends on which version...this is REQUIRED to retrieve your pop-up list of addresses)

VABHELP.9XP (help file for sorting database and deleting entries...usable for all versions...read, memorize, and delete it to save space)

DR.9XZ(required for ASM version to work. This is Draw String v1.4 found on TiCalc.org Assembly Graphic Misc Programs section…must download separately)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*All 3 sets of these files have recently been renamed to facilitate match recent integration within Nav3. This allows the user to use 2 or even 3 separate address books/databases within Nav3 making Nav3 more desirable. They still function the same with the name change only and they are “all” certified bug-free.

                                         

  History of my work developing VAB:

Recently, I was successful in getting VAB to Edit Addresses "on-the-fly" versus having to use the cumbersome Data/Matrix Editor. For my efforts, the user and more importantly myself (as this is what I have decided to use for my own ADDRESS Database versus Agenda v2.3s Address Book as before), will only have to use the Data/Matrix Editor to "Delete Entries" and to “Sort Entries” (under 30 seconds to sort and approx. 30 seconds for each contact you wish to delete since you have to delete 8 fields). Just the other night while opt-testing the program, I was able to delete 26 contacts using the Data/Matrix editor in under 2 minute’s time flat!

Deleting and sorting entries from within VAB appear to be impossible due to the fact VAB uses *.DATA versus a *.MAT (matrix) or *.LIST. Converting to MAT or LIST format to facilitate fast sorting and deleting of entries was deemed "too much programming" for the return as most of the time the user won't be deleting entries but viewing the database plus sorting takes virtually no time at all in Matrix/Data Editor. Most address books prefer to use the matrix/list route which allows for easy basic programming sorting and deleting entries within their databases "data-file" w/o reverting to the Data/Matrix Editor.

The DIALOG BOX VERSION and I/O OUTPUT VERSION’S are great for long names of churches and organizations; e.g., "First United Holiness Church of Latter-Day Saints" is now possible. Why include three versions? To give the user his pick based on taste and that's how you make a good program by giving the user options.

If anyone cares to take the time and compare what I have changed vs. how the program was originally written, then download the original source files at:

http://fadedtwilight.org/graph-calc/ti92prog.html

                                                    

Bonus Section:


              <9 Common Sense Tips when working with Virtual Address Book (VAB)>

1. Loading a boot configuration (or program) which speeds of the typing rate will allow for faster scrolling up and down a long list of names. It will also speed up navigating within the Matrix/Data Editor to correct erroneous data.

2. Instead of say 1 master database containing 100 addresses of "Friends", "Business Contacts", and "Local Churches." Consider breaking these down into say 33 Friend addresses, 33 Business Contacts, and 34 Local Churches. For example, Friend.data, Biz.data, Church.data. This will greatly reduce your time searching through and editing the database with the Matrix/Data Editor. There are 8 fields for so 8 times 100 addresses equals 800 cells to scroll through and edit in the Matrix/Data Editor vs. only 264 when you split the database into 3 parts.

3. Deleting erroneous entries or duplicate entries is the only thing you have to be careful about when using the Matrix/Data Editor. This is the same as finding the name you wish to delete from the Name column and deleting its row of information from the Matrix/Data Editor...from left to right a total of 8 fields...any slip of the [Del] key and you could wind up deleting a field in the address below the address you were trying to delete. If this happens, you will probably get a "dimension error" when you hit [diamond] + [Q] (which automatically saves the edited data). The cure is to use Undelete and restore your unedited copy and try again. It is a "wise" thing to check your database just after deleting contacts via Data/Matrix Editor by verifying with VABF.9XP or you could be in for a surprise later on down the line if you messed with an adjacent contact around which you were deleting.

4. If the database file is in the same directory as the program, then you don't need to type in the folder name. For example, if VAB.9XP and the "fictional database" Star.data is both located in MAIN directory, then simply type Star at the intro screen vs. Main\Star.

5. Once you have committed the accompanying Vabhelp.9xp to heart, delete it to save space. This is why I package help and credits information separately to save myself and the user from toting about unnecessary archived data space.

6. Make frequent backups in case of unforeseen data loss.

7. Compress the database will also save space when not using the program.

8. Compress VAB.9XP if you will only be periodically viewing your contacts list using VABF.9XP.

9. Make sure you don't forget to re-archive the database *.data file after using the Data/Matrix Editor or you may find yourself digging it out of the trashcan after resetting the calculator!

Sincerely,

Shane Hurley

April 23rd, 2013

FINAL NOTE and DR.9XZ’S SETTINGS 4U TO PLAY WITH:

The non-DR.9XZ dependant versions Dialog Box/Graph Output are not “database” interchangeable. That mean the Dialog Box version requires the Dialog Box version of VABF.9XP and the same for GRAPH OUTPUT version, however, the VABF.9XP I/O VERSION which uses DR.9XZ is assembly-based thus it is usable for all 3 versions since it doesn’t have to obey the character caps of the other 2 versions. If  you attempt to open up a database created using the Dialog Box version of the program with the Graph Output version you will see Dimension error most likely….and vice versa, but the I/O VERSION’S DR.9XZ will open up both a Dialog Box database or a Graph Output created database.

Dr.9XZ or DrawStr v1.4 ("Auto" mode dependent)

by Jaymz: cblasto99@hotmail.com

dr(x,y,font,color,string)

x= (0-159) Leftmost Place marker

y= (0-99) Position from top of LCD screen

Font (optional)...If none defaults to 0)

0=small

1=medium

2=large

Color (optional...If none defaults to 4)

0=white on black (overwrite)

1=black on white, OR mode

2=black on white, XOR mode (inverts pixels)

3=gray on white (checkered)

4=black on white (overwrite)

String=string or variable containing a string

dr()=help

dr(0-159)=redraw screen*

* doesn't fix entry line or tool-bar area pixel damage like HSR v3.0

Strings longer than 240 characters wrap to next line.

